
                             GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL
5 APRIL 2018

DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NEW ELECTORAL 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL – 
CONSULTATION RESPONSE

1. Summary

1.1 This report presents the Council’s proposed response to the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England’s draft recommendations for new electoral 
arrangements for the Borough. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 That the Council’s response to the Local Government Boundary Commission 
for England’s draft recommendations for new electoral arrangements for the 
Borough, as attached at Appendix A to the report, be approved.

2.2 That the Managing Director be granted delegated authority, in consultation 
with the Leader of the Council, to make any further minor adjustments 
required to tidy boundary lines before the Council’s response is submitted to 
the Local Government Boundary Commission for England.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1. The Council’s submission on warding arrangements to the Local 
Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) was 
approved by the General Assembly of the Council on 30 November 
2017 (minute number 58) and was subsequently submitted to the 
LGBCE on 4 December 2017.

3.2. The Council’s submission recommended 19 wards, reflecting both the 
future development planned within the Borough and local community 
identities, whilst also following strong boundaries.

3.3. In addition to the Council’s submission, the LGBCE received a 
submission from the Labour Group, the Swanscombe & Greenhithe 
Residents’ Association, Southfleet Parish Council, Stone Parish 
Council, Swanscombe & Greenhithe Town Council and eleven local 
residents.

3.4. The LGBCE considered all submissions received and then published 
their draft recommendations on 30 January 2018. Their draft 
recommendations are shown at Appendix B. 

3.5. The LGBCE’s draft recommendations are for seven three councillor-
wards, eight two-councillor wards and five one-councillor wards.

3.6. The LGBCE’s draft recommendations largely follow the proposals 
within the Council’s submission but in some areas of the Borough, they 
have also made recommendations reflecting other submissions where 
they felt that these submissions provided stronger evidence of 
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community links and locally recognised boundaries. They also made 
adjustments for where the Council’s proposals would result in the 
creation of unviable parish wards i.e. one which would contain fewer 
than around 100 electors. The issue of parish ward boundaries will be 
addressed as part of the Council’s ongoing Community Governance 
Review.

3.7. The LGBCE’s draft recommendations started a ten week consultation 
period which ends on 9 April 2018. 

3.8. The Council’s response to the consultation is shown at Appendix A. 
The Council accept the majority of the LGBCE’s draft 
recommendations but in some areas, it is considered that either their 
recommendations don’t truly reflect the local communities or slight 
adjustments are required to the boundaries to reflect natural 
boundaries and road centre lines.

3.9. The Council’s response provides comments against each of the 
proposed new wards. Where the Council does not agree with the 
LGBCE’s draft recommendations, the response provides evidence and 
rationale to support the alternative warding arrangement proposed, 
demonstrating how this would better reflect community identities and 
locally recognised boundaries.

3.10. At the end of the consultation period, the LGBCE will analyse the 
submissions received and will form final recommendations which will 
be published on 5 June 2018. The new arrangements will then come 
into effect at the Borough Council Elections in May 2019.

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

The Council’s response, if accepted by the LGBCE, will ensure that 
Members can meet the needs of their constituents, including the new, 
emerging communities. It will therefore support the overall delivery of 
the Council’s Corporate Plan.

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments

Financial Implications None

Legal Implications This review has been triggered by the Local 
Government Boundary Commission, an 
independent body established by Parliament in 
April 2010. The Commission is not part of 
government and is accountable to Parliament 
through the Speaker’s Committee. The 
electoral arrangements of every principal local 
authority in England must, by law, be reviewed 
from time to time. The most common reasons 
for the Commission undertaking a review are 
where significant changes in population have 
resulted in poor levels of electoral equality. The 
Commission must adhere to Section 56 of the 
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Public Sector Equality 
Duty 

Local Democracy, Economic Development and 
Construction Act 2009 when conducting 
reviews which sets out the factors which must 
be taken into account when the Commission 
reach their conclusions. 
None

Staffing Implications None

Administrative 
Implications

None 

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints

6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendices

Appendix A – Council’s response to the Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England’s draft recommendations for 
new electoral arrangements for the Borough

Appendix B – The Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England’s draft recommendations for new electoral 
arrangements for Dartford Borough Council
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